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Suggested designs for lowcost, 
fireproof concrete homes are given 
on pages 3 to 11 and 14 to 22. Con' 
struction details of the fireproof con' 
crete house are discussed on pages 
12 and 13; other building facts on 
page 23. 
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PEOPLE are wondering about the small 
home of the future. Will its first cost 
be low? Will it be free from mainte- 
nance expense? Will it be attractive? Will it 
have individuality? Will it provide the com- 
pactness and convenience of modern apart' 
ment homes? Will it be safe against fire, 
tornadoes, hurricanes and other elements? 

This booklet of suggestions for design and 
construction of small, low-cost, fireproof con' 
crete homes answers all of these questions in 
the affirmative! 

Published herein are suggested designs 
showing that distinctive architectural treat' 
ment is possible in the small home — at a price 
nearly everyone can afford! These designs 
invite the attention of the American public 
which is focused on the need for attractive, 
modern, low-cost, small homes that are sen- 
sibly planned. They also represent a step 
forward in the art of small home construction 
—a long step that makes the home of the 
future available now! 

Offered to meet the demand for facts about 



the building industry's work to effect dollars 
and cents reductions in home-building costs, 
this booklet is published for people who are 
interested in the new accomplishments in 
design and construction of small homes. 

The materials required for the low-cost, 
fireproof concrete home are available almost 
everywhere, and the construction is time' 
tried. Local manufacturers of concrete 
masonry units are prepared to give estimates 
of material costs for these homes; to recom- 
mend experienced home-building contractors 
who can build them. 

The designs published herein are intended 
to suggest what can be accomplished with 
concrete as the principal construction material 
for the low-cost, fireproof home. When one 
wants to build any of these attractive homes 
he should show the sketch to an architect. 

Architects are experienced men upon whom 
the public can rely for advice and friendly 
cooperation. Working drawings and specifi- 
cations for the suggested designs in this book- 
let should be prepared by architects. 



Suggested designs for low-cost, 
fireproof concrete homes are given 
on pages 3 to 11 and 14 to 22. Con- 
struction details of the fireproof con- 
crete house are discussed on pages 
12 and 13; other building facts on 
page 23. 



LOW first cost, low depreciation, low 
maintenance and long-time economy are 
the important features of the truly low-cost 
home; features obtainable only in the house 
of rigid, durable, fireproof construction of 
which the concrete home is an outstanding 
example. 

Fireproof At Low Cost 
On this page is a suggested design for a 
fireproof home that will cost approximately 
$4,150 to build. Inasmuch as construction 
costs differ in nearly every locality, it must 
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be understood that this estimate may vary 
25 per cent either way. 

This design is quite modern. It is not 
extreme; rather, its simplicity makes it attrac- 
tive. The construction features, too, are in' 
teresting. 

Sturdy walls of concrete masonry left plain 
or decorated with portland cement stucco or 
portland cement paint help to keep the first 
cost low. These materials are avail' 
able almost everywhere; are economi' 
cal. Too, they will not burn nor 
suffer any appreciable damage when 
exposed to fire. 

Maintenance Cost Is Low 
The reinforced concrete first floor 
and roof make the home rigid, durable 
and fireproof. 

These construction features provide 
for low depreciation, low maintenance 
and long'time economy. The concrete 
materials are permanent and durable. 
The concrete floor and roof tie the 
walls rigidly together; practically 
eliminate sagging or other movements 
that cause plaster cracking. 
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MODERN in appearance and 
plan, this low-cost, fireproof 
concrete home has none of the freak- 
ishness which features many modernly 
designed houses. It is built without a 
basement, with its rooms all on one 
floor. It is conveniently arranged. 

Instead of a basement, the architect 
has included a utility room in which 
may be housed an oil or gas-fired boiler. Other 
appurtenances which usually are installed in a 
basement, such as laundry tubs, also are to 
be housed in the utility room. 

Facts About Construction 
Permanent, fire-resistive construction is 
specified for the walls and partitions — con- 
crete masonry. The exterior finish is to be 
weather-resisting portland cement stucco or 
Portland cement paint. Horizontal courses 
around the entranceway, which give a modern 
touch, can be achieved by having alternate 
rows of concrete masonry project slightly. 





PLOOQ PLAN 



The floor and roof are to be reinforced con- 
crete. A parapet wall extends above the 
roof. The use of sturdy masonry walls and 
concrete floor and roof insures rigid, durable 
construction — a home that will require little, 
if any, interior or exterior maintenance. (See 
construction details on page 23.) 

Estimated construction cost for this small, 
fireproof home is exceptionally low — $2,850. 
It can be built for approximately this figure 
in many sections; in some localities, however, 
the cost may vary 25 per cent up or down. 

A suggested landscape plan for a 50-foot lot 
is included with this design. 
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THIS five-room bungalow is a fireproof 
concrete home. It is attractive . . . dis- 
tinctive. It meets the present-day demand 
for comfort and convenience. Its exterior 
appearance speaks of good architecture. 

Concrete Ashlar for Walls 

Walls are designed for a type of treatment 
used in some of the world's finest buildings — 
random or broken ashlar. This is now avail- 



able for the low-cost home in the form of 
concrete masonry. (See back cover.) 

Weather-proofing of exterior walls is ac- 
complished with portland cement paint. In- 
terior may be plastered or painted, as desired. 
For exterior, interior or both, the portland 
cement paint may be colored. 

Rigid, durable construction — reinforced 
concrete — is specified for the first floor to 
make the home free from plaster cracking or 
other structural defects. 

Protection Against Fire 
To complete the fireproof con- 
struction, cement-asbestos shingles 
are specified for the roof covering. 
The use of this material eliminates 
the danger of fires of exterior origin; 
the concrete floor protects the home 
from fires of interior origin. 

It is estimated that this home, 
which is somewhat larger than the 
other designs in this booklet, will 
cost $6,600. Construction cost may 
vary 25 per cent either way in dif- 
ferent localities. 
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COST of building this small, fireproof home 
is reduced considerably by eliminating 
the basement and housing the heating plant 
and other service facilities in a utility room 
on the first floor. 

Many Attractive Features 
A studio-type living room, which usually 
is found only in much higher priced homes, 
is one outstanding feature of this suggested 
design. Another is the provision for an extra 
bed in a closet off the living room. 
This extra sleeping accommodation 
compensates for the fact that only 
one bed room is specified. 

For economical wall construction, 
concrete ashlar — a form of concrete 
masonry — is specified. If desired, 
some of the wall areas may be covered 
with portland cement stucco. 

Construction Information 
Because it is permanent and du- 
rable, reinforced concrete is specified 
for the first floor. For the same 
reasons, concrete tile are chosen as 
the roof covering. 



Rigid, durable construction, as specified 
for this distinctive home, insures low main- 
tenance and low depreciation, the factors 
which mean long-time economy. 

This home, which is estimated to cost 
about $5,400, will be a good investment. It 
has a large living room, 15 feet by nearly 20 
feet, and a spacious 11 .by 13-foot bed room. 

Choice of built-in features and the location 
of the house will affect the construction cost 
to some extent. 
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THIS modernly designed, low-cost, fire- 
proof home is attractive because of its 
simple lines and well-proportioned exterior. 
It is a modern house that will appeal to many 
people because its appearance will not be- 
come tiresome. 

Economical Wall Construction 
Taking advantage of the adaptability of 
concrete masonry to modern design, the archi- 
tect has specified this economical material for 
the low, sweeping walls. These may be 
covered with a finish of portland cement 
stucco or portland cement paint. 

Fireproof, durable, rigid qualities of rein- 
forced concrete led to its selection for the 



first floor and roof. Its use will insure that 
this modern home is safeguarded against base' 
ment and roof fires. 

Many Window Openings 
The living room is well-lighted, six win- 
dows being specified — three for each wall; 
and the roof projecting over these windows 
increases the attractiveness of the exterior. 

Other rooms also have ample window 
space. Note the provision for adequate cross- 
ventilation in each bed room. 

Ample closet space in each bed room should 
attract the immediate attention of the modern 
matron. 

Low Original Cost 

Including every item of construction, this 
fireproof concrete home is estimated to cost 
about $4,100. 

This cost may vary 25 per cent, more or 
less, depending upon location and the choice 
of built-in equipment for kitchen, laundry 
and bath. 

Although the original cost of this attrac- 
tive home will be low, the design includes 
many features which ordinarily are found only 
in higher priced dwellings. The extensive 
roof area, which may be used for recreational 
purposes, is but one of these features. 
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HERE is an attractive, low-cost, fireproof, 
five-room home designed in the modern 
manner. Although low in first cost, it em- 
bodies all the comfort and convenience of the 
more pretentious residence. Note sizes of 
rooms; number and siz,e of closets. 

Masonry Walls Specified 
As is customary in the low-cost, fireproof 
home, walls are designed for concrete 
masonry, to be finished with portland cement 
stucco or portland cement paint on the ex- 
terior. 

First floor and roof are to be reinforced 
concrete — construction that represents an 
important economy. It carries out the flat- 
roof effect; makes the house rigid; encloses 
the most space for the least money. 

Affords Long-Time Economy 
A concrete platform is specified at the 
entranceway. Concrete construction also is 
specified for other parts of the house — the 
footings, the foundation walls, the sills and 
lintels for windows and door openings, and 
for the chimney. This construction provides 
for low maintenance, long-time economy. 

In this house, a full basement is included. 
Built with concrete floor and concrete masonry 




FLOOR PLAN 



foundation walls, it provides space for a 
recreation room, storage and other purposes. 

Low Construction Cost 
$4,200 is the estimated construction cost 
for this fireproof concrete home — a figure that 
will vary somewhat according to location. 

One cannot fail to notice that this sug- 
gested design has many outstanding features. 
A fireplace is included in the living room. 
This and other rooms are fairly large. Built- 
in equipment can be installed in the kitchen. 
And the major rooms, being well lighted and 
well equipped with closet space, will please 
those who dwell within this home. 

It is, indeed, a design which offers one his 
money's worth— a real home at low cost. 
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STUDIO-TYPE interiors are features of 
both the living room and dining alcove in 
this low-cost, fireproof concrete home. This 
construction is economical; is being widely 
used in homes of higher price. 

Compact Room Arrangement 
This home is designed to be easy to take 
care of; to be compact. Walls of sturdy con- 
crete masonry, with an exterior finish of port- 
land cement stucco, or, if desired, the popular 
concrete ashlar, are specified. Concrete ashlar 




construction is described on the back cover. 

To make the home safe against basement 
fires — and it is a fact that many residence 
fires begin in the basement — and to make 
the structure safe against plaster cracking, a 
reinforced concrete floor is specified. 

Fireproof Roof Specified 
The roof is to be of fireproof cement- 
asbestos shingles which are available in several 
weathered designs that would be quite suitable 
for the architecture of this attractive home. 

This home is so designed that space on the 
second floor may be utilised at some later 
date. 

Will Cost About $5,000 
This fireproof home of permanent concrete 
construction will cost about $5,000 to build, 
an estimate that may vary 25 per cent more 
or less. 

One feature of this design for a low-cost, 
fireproof home is that two closets are pro- 
vided off the vestibule. One of these is to 
be the conventional guest closet; the other 
is to house an extra bed that compensates 
for the fact that only one bed room is in- 
cluded in the plans. 
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THIS suggested design for a low-cost, fire- 
proof home has been prepared for those 
who prefer a two-story house. The first floor 
plan is given below, with a "key sketch' 1 
showing the second floor. 

Facts About Construction 
From the paved terrace at the entranceway 
to all parts of the house, permanent con- 
struction is specified. 

The basement floor and footings are to be 
concrete; the foundation and above-grade 
walls, concrete masonry ; sills below and 
lintels above wall openings, concrete; 
roof, cement-asbestos shingles or con- 
crete tile; first and second floors, rein- 
forced concrete. 

Living Room Quite Large 
Note width of living room which 
well-built concrete second floor makes 
possible. This floor will be strong enough 
to carry masonry partitions, yet needs 
no supports below that would decrease 
sise of living room. 
Use of concrete materials insures fire- 



proof construction at a cost well within the 
budget of those who are interested in low- 
cost homes. At the same time, these materials 
permit distinctive, attractive exteriors. 

First Cost Is Low 
The estimated cost of this rigid, durable, 
fireproof home, which is equivalent to a five- 
room house, is about $4,900. Location and 
the choice of built-in equipment are factors 
that will affect this cost estimate. Therefore, 
it may be 25 per cent higher or lower. 
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TAESIGNED in the modern manner, this 
JL^ two-story home has personality and 
charm; is another example of the most space 
for the least money. Being low in first cost — 
the estimate is $3,500 — this home offers an 
opportunity for the owner who wishes to 
add colored shutters, awnings and lattices to 
decorate the exterior walls. 

Rigid, Fireproof Walls 
Sturdy concrete masonry walls are chosen 
for this home, and these may be surfaced 
with portland cement stucco or portland 




SECOND FLOOR PLAN 




cement paint. To carry out the rigid, fire' 
proof construction which is desirable in a 
home of this type, the architect has specified 
reinforced concrete for floors and roof. 



Cracks Are Prevented 
The floors and roof tie the walls firmly 
together, giving the sturdiness of modern 
skyscraper construction. There is little, if 
any, chance for plaster cracks to develop in 
a home of such rigid construction. 

All other structural parts are designed for 
concrete, including the sills below and the 
lintels above wall openings, as well 
as the footings on which the founda- 
tions rest. This construction also 
helps to eliminate plaster cracks. 



FLOOD PLAN 



Building Cost Is Low 
With all of the advantages of fire 
proof, rigid, durable construction, 
the cost of this home is low. As 
stated above, the estimated construc- 
tion cost will be approximately 
$3,500. Depending upon location and 
the built-in features chosen, the cost 
may be 25 per cent higher or lower. 
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STUCCO exteriors are 
popular; are fireproof, 
weatherTesisting when 
made with portland ce* 
merit. Apply stucco in 
three coats. 



* ^^^^ 



J'&*' ***** 



CONCRETE MASONRY walls 
are rigid, durable, fireproof and 
reasonable in cost. In this low* 
cost home, concrete building 
units are specified for founda* 
tions and abovcgrade walls. 
Concrete masonry is an ideal 
base for portland cement stucco 
or portland cement paint; re* 
quires little upkeep. 



What to Look (or m 

V\7HEN building or buying a low-cost home, the wise 
* * investor gets affirmative answers to these questions: 
Are the walls and floors rigid, durable and fireproof? Is the 
roof weather' and fircresistive? Will the home be young 
many years after it is built? 

Yes! is the emphatic answer to each question when the 
walls are of concrete masonry, the floors of reinforced con* 
crete, and the roof of cement'asbestos shingles or concrete 
roofing tile. 

Upkeep costs also must be considered. It is important 
to remember that plaster cracks, sagging floors and other 
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WALLS of concrete 
masonry may be left ex* 
posed, if desired, in the 
ashlar manner; may be 
painted with portland 
cement paint. 



CHIMNEYS and 
fireplaces of concrete 
are fireproof, rigid 
and practically free 
from maintenance. 



z Low-Cost Home — 

structural defects are practically eliminated when concrete 
instruction is used. 

And, finally, there is the built-in beauty which the con* 
:rete home offers. Concrete floors can be colored, painted, 
stained, or finished with any of the conventional floor cov 
wrings. Concrete masonry walls can be finished with colored 
portland cement stucco or portland cement paint. Concrete 
roof coverings are available in a wide variety of colors. 

The concrete home is a distinctive, attractive residence 
that is within the reach of practically everyone. It is the 
aristocrat at a price nearly anyone can afford! 



CONCRETE FLOORS are the 
accepted and approved type of 
fireproof construction. In this 
lowcost home, the basement 
floor is concrete; the first floor, 
reinforced concrete. If the house 
is built without a basement, the 
reinforced concrete first floor is 
placed on a fill. (See page 23 for 
construction details.) 
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THIS attractive, five-room resi- 
dence is a low-cost, fireproof 
concrete home. It is modern in 
appearance; modern in plan; 
modern in construction. Two 
stories in height, it includes all 
conveniences of the up-to-date 
home — at an estimated cost of 
only $3,100. This design should 
appeal to many who want con- 
servatively modern homes. 




SECOND FLOOQ PLAN 
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Value of Rigid Floors 
Plans call for a utility room in- 
stead of a basement. Thus all service facili- 
ties are on the first floor. A reinforced con- 
crete slab, placed over a fill, is specified for 
the first floor. To prevent plaster cracks and 
warped floors, a reinforced concrete second 
floor is included. 

Exposed concrete masonry is chosen for the 
exterior walls — these to be finished with 
portland cement paint. Units of one size 
are to be used throughout the walls, laid as 
range work, to use the architectural term, 
which is described on the back page. 



Reinforced concrete also is specified for the 
roof of this modernly designed home. The 
concrete masonry walls extend above the 
flat roof as parapet walls, and thus the roof 
space can be utilised for recreational purposes, 
"sun bathing," and as a playground to keep 
children off of the street. 

Exceptionally Low Cost 

The estimated low cost of $3,100 will vary 
about 25 per cent, more or less, depending 
upon location and the built-in features selected. 
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HERE is another design for a low-cost, 
fireproof concrete home in the two- 
story class. The accompanying plan shows 
the first floor layout; the "key" outlines the 
second floor plan. 

Sturdy Masonry Walls 
Concrete ashlar is chosen by the architect 
for the exterior walls, although portland ce- 
ment stucco backed up with concrete masonry 
may be used if one prefers a stucco exterior. 

Like the home shown on the facing page, 
this house is designed for rigid, durable, fire- 
proof construction. First and second floors 



are to be of reinforced concrete. When 
the floors are so built, the owner will 
know that sound practice has been fol- 
lowed — concrete has increased the 
home's value. This is the accepted and 
approved construction for fireproof build- 
ings of all types; is particularly suitable 
for the small home. 

Roof To Be Fireproof 
Concrete roofing tile or cement-as- 
bestos shingles complete the fireproof con- 
struction. These and the other concrete ma- 
terials specified are available almost every- 
where, and at moderate cost. 

Facts About Floor Plans 
This low-cost, fireproof home is so arranged 
that a living room, full-sised dining room and 
kitchen are provided on the first floor. Pro- 
vision is also made for a first-floor lavatory. 
Two bed rooms and a bath room are located 
on the second floor. 

Estimated cost will vary 25 per cent, more 
or less, from $4,750. 
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BEGINNING with this design, four plans 
for conventional-type homes are pre- 
sented. Each is designed for rigid, durable, 
fireproof construction. The others follow on 
pages 17, 18 and 19. This design, as well as 
the others, is suitable for a small farm or 
summer home. 

FlREPROOFNESS DESIRABLE 

In localities not served by fire-fighting 
apparatus, fireproof construction is particu- 
larly desirable. This is the reason why the 
architect has specified concrete construction. 

Concrete masonry walls deco- 
rated with durable portland ce- 
ment stucco are included in the 
design. The first floor of rein- 
forced concrete covers a small 
basement, which occupies about 
one-half of the area under the 
house, and the second floor also 
is designed for reinforced con- 
crete construction. 



Roof To Be Fireproof 
Roof, too, is designed for fire- 
proof construction — cement- 
asbestos shingles or concrete tile. 



A home of concrete construction not only 
is suitable for the farm or summer resort but 
it is the ideal workingman's home. Many 
industries provide homes which employes can 
rent or buy, and the low-cost, fireproof con- 
crete home best meets the requirements of 
these housing developments. 

Estimated to cost about $4,150, this house 
is a truly low-cost home. Cost of bath 
room fixtures and heating equipment, which 
are not part of the plan, are not included in 
this estimated construction cost. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
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LIKE the home on the opposite page, this 
one of low-cost, fireproof construction 
is particularly adaptable for rural and in- 
dustrial villages. Its design differs some- 
what in that a full basement is provided. 

Durable Walls Specified 
Concrete masonry, with an exterior finish 
of portland cement stucco or portland cement 
paint, is specified for the wall construction. 
Plaster cracks in wall and ceilings are pre- 
vented by building the first and second floors 
of reinforced concrete. 



For a durable, fireproof roof, 
the architect has chosen ce- 
ment-asbestos shingles. Or con- 
crete tile might be used. Which 
of these two roofing materials 
to use depends upon the buy 
er's preference. Either type 
will provide fire protection for 
generations. An investment in 
a fireproof roof is always sound 
judgment. 

A Sound Investment 
Long after this low-cost, fire- 
proof concrete home is paid for, 
it will continue to be a sound investment. 
Depreciation will have been low and main- 
tenance costs limited to a few dollars per year 
for painting screens and window frames. 

Total construction cost for this fireproof 
home of concrete will vary 25 per cent, more 
or less, from $3,650, depending upon location. 

This estimate covers every item of con- 
struction, except bath room fixtures and heat- 
ing equipment. These built-in features may 
be added, of course, by increasing the con- 
struction cost somewhat, but even then this 
home will be in the low-cost class. 
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ON these facing pages are 
shown designs for two more 
low-cost, fireproof concrete homes. 
The design on this page consists 
of living room, kitchen and wash 
room on the first floor; two bed- 
rooms, bath room and storage 
space on the second floor. 

So that this home may be com- 
pletely safe against fires of both 
interior and exterior origin, con- 
crete construction is specified 
throughout. 

The foundation and above- 
grade walls are designed for concrete masonry, 
with the outside walls covered with portland 
cement stucco or portland cement paint. 

Floors To Be Fireproof 
Floors, too, are designed for fireproof con- 
struction. The first floor is to be reinforced 
concrete. A small basement will occupy 
about one-half the space under the house. 
Reinforced concrete for the second floor will 
increase the firesafety of the house; will help 
to provide long-time economy. It will tie 
the walls firmly together; will practically 
eliminate plaster cracking. 




SECOND FLOOD PLAN 
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Flat concrete tile are specified for the roof. 
Or another fireproof covering — cement-asbes- 
tos shingles — may be used. 

A Low-Cost Home 

To be built for approximately $4,600, this 
fireproof home falls in the low-cost class. The 
estimated cost will vary, of course, 25 per cent 
either way. 

This suggested design is of the type in de- 
mand for construction in rural or industrial 
villages. It also would be suitable as a sum- 
mer home. The spacious porch, which can 
be screened, is an attractive feature. 
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THIS low-cost, fireproof concrete home is 
complete in every detail. The two-story 
design provides for a living room, dining 
room, kitchen and wash room on the first 
floor; two bed rooms, bath room and a large 
storage room on the second floor. 

Walls To Be Masonry 
As for the homes shown on the three 
preceding pages, the architect has selected 
concrete masonry for the walls. A sub- 
stantial concrete footing is to be provided to 
prevent wall cracks. The foundation walls, 




SECOND FLOOD PLAN 



FIRST FLOOR PLAN 



which enclose a full basement, are to be of 
concrete masonry. 

By specifying reinforced concrete for the 
first and second floors, the architect has 
chosen approved fireproof construction for 
these important parts of the structure. At 
the same time, he has provided for long-time 
economy. Concrete floors make the house 
rigid; eliminate plaster cracking; give it long 
life during which it is practically free from 
maintenance expense; make it a truly low-cost 
home. This house is ideal as a city or 
farm residence. 

Durable, fireproof materials also 
are specified for the roof — either 
cement-asbestos shingles or con- 
crete tile. 

Reasonable First Cost 
Estimated construction cost 
will vary 25 per cent, more or 
less, from $4,850. Construction 
costs are dependent upon loca- 
tion and the choice of built-in 
features in basement, bath room 
and kitchen, and these factors 
must be considered when esti- 
mating the original building cost. 
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THIS is the first unit of the low- 
cost home that can grow. As 
the floor plans show, the first unit of 
this fireproof concrete home consists 
of living room and kitchen on the 
first floor; bed room, hall, bath room 
and store room on the second floor. 
Later, as described on the next page, 
additions can be made to increase 
the siz;e of the house. 
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Cost of First Unit 
The first unit can be built for about $2,700, 
an estimate that may vary 25 per cent either 
way. 

Concrete ashlar is chosen for the above- 
grade walls, concrete for footings, concrete 
masonry for foundation, reinforced concrete 
for first and second floors, and cement-asbestos 
shingles or concrete tile for the roof. 

This construction is desirable for several 
reasons. It is reasonable in first cost. It re- 
quires little, if any, maintenance. It thus pro- 
vides for long-time economy; enables the occu- 



pants to save enough money to build later 
additions. And, finally, this construction is 
easy to duplicate when the additions 
are made. 

Design Includes Basement 

A basement is provided under the home. 
This will house heating and other service 
facilities. It can also be used in the manner of 
above-grade rooms — that is, a den, music 
room, play room or work room can be built 
in the basement. 
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ON this page are shown the elevation and 
floor plans for the second or last unit 
of the home that can grow. First floor addi- 
tions include a living room and a vestibule. 
The original living room then is used as a 
dining room. 

Cost of Second Unit 
On the second floor, another bed room is 
added above the new living room. Now, as 
designed, this low-cost, fireproof home is a 




SECOND FLOOD PLAN 
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five-room house. Approximately $2,650 is 
the estimated construction cost for the 
additions. 

As in the original unit, concrete construc- 
tion is specified for the additions which are 
required to complete the home. New walls 
are to be of concrete ashlar. New first and 
second floors are to be of reinforced concrete. 
New roof is to be of cement-asbestos shingles 
or concrete roofing tile. 
Completely fireproof, this home also is 
rigid and durable. The concrete 
construction provides these things; 
makes the home a good investment. 

Concrete Improvements 
The plans for this second unit 
also call for improvements around 
the home. These include a con- 
crete-paved terrace at the entrance- 
way and driveway to the garage. 

It is estimated that the total cost 
will be about $5,350, if built as two 
units; less, if built all at one time. 
Construction estimates probably 
will vary 25 per cent either way. 
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LOW in first cost, fireproof and attractive, 
this modernly designed house is dis- 
tinctive; is a good example of modern treat- 
ment without freakishness. It is but one of 
many possible designs for modern, well-built 
residences that are different, yet not costly 
to build or maintain. 

Long-Time Economy 

To obtain long life in the building and to 
insure long-time economy, the walls are 
designed for concrete masonry, the exterior 
of which will be covered with portland ce- 
ment stucco or portland cement paint. 

The first floor and the roof are to be 
of reinforced concrete. This roof not 
only adds rigidity to the house but pro- 
vides space for recreational purposes. 
Roof construction details are described 
on the next page. 

All-Masonry Construction 
Like the other low-cost homes de- 
scribed in this booklet, partition walls 
as well as the walls which carry the floor 
and roof are to be of fire-resistive, con- 
crete masonry construction, which is 
available almost everywhere. 



The interior of this suggested modern de- 
sign is a well-arranged, five-room unit. Living 
room, dining room, kitchen, two bed rooms, 
bath room and vestibule are included. This 
plan has everything — convenience, good si^ed 
rooms, ample closet space. It is a modern 
home that will stay modern. 

First Cost Only $3,900 
First cost usually is the last cost in a fire- 
proof concrete home. Estimated construc- 
tion cost for this design will vary 25 per cent, 
more or less, from $3,900, depending upon 
location and the built-in fixtures chosen. 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS TO REMEMBER 



IN general, the low-cost, fireproof concrete 
homes in this booklet are divided into two 
classes — those without basements and which 
have flat roofs and those of conventional de- 
sign, with basements and pitched roofs. 

Facts About Floors 
When a home is built without a basement, 
the reinforced concrete first floor is placed on 
a fill. First, all sod and loose dirt are removed 
from the building site. A concrete founda- 
tion wall, not less than 8 inches thick, is 
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placed in a trench excavated to a few inches 
below the frost line. Then a fill of cinders, 
gravel, crushed stone, slag, or other suitable 
material, not less than 6 inches deep, is pro- 
vided, leveled and compacted. 

A good durable membrane of waterproof 
paper and asphalt or tar is then placed on the 
fill. Then the floor is placed, the concrete 
being not less than 6 inches thick and rein- 
forced as indicated in Fig. 1. The floor is 
practically integral with the foundation. 

Solid Slab Roof 
Recommended construction for a solid slab 
roof of concrete is shown in Fig. 2. The slab 
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must be reinforced and properly insulated. 
The roof is covered with built-up roofing and 
properly flashed. Or, if the roof is to be used 
for recreation, a colored topping of reinforced 
concrete may be applied over a waterproof 
membrane. Adequate flashing must be pro- 
vided. An air-space also must be provided 
between the edge of the slab and the wall. 
Plaster or other decoration may be applied 
directly to the underside of the concrete slab. 

Wall Construction 
Exterior walls of concrete masonry should 
be built with imper vious units laid up in water- 
tight portland cement 
mortar, and all joints must 
be filled and tooled. Or 
/\h m -J | the wall should be effec- 
tively sealed against 
moisture by portland ce- 
ment stucco or portland 
cement paint. (See Fig. 3.) 

For other facts, refer to 
"Concrete Masonry Con* 
struetion" and "Concrete 
Floors for Residences," 
construction manuals 
which will be furnished 
free on request. 
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Facts About Concrete Ashlar Walls 



LOW-COST homes of architectural merit 
may be built with concrete masonry walls 
that are finished on the exterior with portland 
cement stucco or portland cement paint, or 
left unfinished. The painted or exposed wall 
construction is known as concrete ashlar. 

Concrete ashlar, which is exceptionally 
economical, provides equally attractive ex* 
terior or interior walls. Its economy, made 
possible because interior plastering and exte- 
rior facing are unnecessary, recommends its 
use in low-cost, fireproof homes. An example 
of its interior use is illustrated above. 

Concrete ashlar generally is laid as coursed 
or random masonry. In coursed ashlar the 



horizontal joints usually are continuous, and 
the wall may consist of one si2£ of unit (range 
work) or several sizes (coursed ashlar). In 
random ashlar, several siz^s of units are used 
in a pattern which has the appearance of 
broken or random ashlar. Examples of con- 
crete ashlar are illustrated below. 

Providing adequate strength, superior fire 
resistance and unlimited opportunities for 
developing attractive walls, concrete ashlar 
deserves serious consideration for use in low- 
cost homes. Further information is given in 
"Concrete Ashlar Walls" copy of which will 
be furnished free. This booklet includes 
facts about colored and textured walls. 
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